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  Our Mission
AccessUVa Alumni Network is a program designed to 
assist students who are receiving need-based financial aid 
at the University of Virginia. We understand that 
students from low socioeconomic backgrounds face 
more obstacles than students from middle and upper 
income backgrounds. This is where the AccessUVa 
Alumni Network, a subchapter of United for 
Undergraduate Socioeconomic Diversity (UFUSED), will 
be able to make a great impact. We believe that great 
mentorship is the key to success. A great mentor for 
these students would be someone who has experienced 
what it’s like to be a low income student at UVa. Our 
mission is to help students connect with alumni who 
share a similar socioeconomic background. This will 
ensure that students will receive advice tailored to both 
their academic and socioeconomic needs. Alumni can 
help guide students to resources they found useful as low 
income students while teaching them how to navigate 
the university on a tight budget. Mentors will also 
provide great networking opportunities as networking 
and general social capital are key weak areas for low 
income students. To help achieve these goals, there will 
be two mandatory meetings that will take place in the 
beginning of each semester to help us ensure exponential 
progress in our members. 

Four Parts to AAN
1. Private Database 
The database is only accessible by password, which you 
should have received already by email. The database is 
sorted by Alumni majors to help current students 
directly email an Alumni, using their contact information 
provided. Link: https://ufusedatuva.wordpress.com/
accessuva-alumni-network-database/

2.    Communication 
You will control your level of communication! You will 
pick your mentor via the database and establish 
communication preferences. We do ask for you to meet 
with Alumni/students at least two times per semester via 
online, through some form of social media format that 
allows face-to-face interaction. You may discuss which 
social media (Skype, FaceTime, etc.) you would like to 
use with your mentor. Both parties will have full control 
to either continue or cease the interaction. 

 3.    Interactive Workshops  
There will be multiple workshops held throughout the 
semester with University Career Services to inform and 
assist students with important tools for developing 
successful careers. Workshops include networking, e-
mail, resume, and interviews etc. which caters specifically 
to students of low socioeconomic status. This is 
especially important because many low income students 
lack training in networking and professional 
communication. These workshops will reinforce what 
you may know, and teach you what many college students 
(of all income levels) are here to learn!

4.    Networking Events 
As we grow, we will hold a national AccessUVa Alumni 
Meet-up event in big cities across the nation. This will 
help you reach out to alumni close to home. There will 
be other initiatives like Group Luncheons with 
Professors at UVa, and fun social activities.



"I think this a wonderful idea. I wish it had been available 
to me during my time as an undergrad.” - Holly Latimer

“While I have grown to love many of the wonderful and 
incredibly accomplished people I've met at UVa over the 
past 4 years, I have encountered many forms of privilege 
that I have never had the ability to have: classism, racism, 
sexism, ableism, etc. UVa can be a hard place to be if you 
are a woman, a racial minority, or are on the lower end of 
the socioeconomic spectrum. I want to help, build up, and 
empower as many AccessUVa scholars as possible. You 

belong here in every sense!”- Michelle Cho

“Thank you so much for creating this program and giving 
AccessUVa students more opportunities to build 
connection and succeed!” - Maggie Negm 

“I am happy to see that AAN was established prior to my 
departure from UVa. More AccessUVa students need 
support, especially as they transition out of college and 
into the workforce. The mental support is so crucial for 
alumni who may return home to their low income 
neighborhoods or may be unemployed due to the lack of a 
professional network.” - Jasmine Drake 

“I love this network that is starting. I hope to meet 
other current AccessUVa scholars here now. I do 
not know many, and there is nothing really set in 
place to come together and mingle. Mixers, 
listserves of updates, and meeting alumni I think 
would work great. Maybe beginning to advocate for 
AccessUVa as scholars, marketing the program, and 
encouraging students with like backgrounds to 
apply and come to UVa.” - Isabel Argoti

“Can’t wait to see where this program goes, I think 
it's brilliant!” - Carina Rodriguez

“I believe that this is a really awesome project! 
Thank you.” - Ja'Lynn Shabria Gray - 

“Great work, y'all! Wahoo!” - Lily Cartwright
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